
From the Rhine Valley to the 
Hudson Valley

The Palatine Immigration 
to New York in the 1700’s



Prelude to Emigration

War Followed by War



The Thirty Years War
1618 to 1648

Considered one of the most destructive wars in European 
history, estimates of total deaths caused by the conflict range 

from 4.5 to 8 million, while some areas of Germany 
experienced population declines of over 50%.



Depopulation



Repopulation

• Returning individuals and entire villages
• French Huguenots
• Swiss Mennonites
• Others from Switzerland
• Individuals from other German States



The Nine Years' War 
1688 to 1697

Often called the War of the Grand Alliance, 
or the War of the League of Augsburg



The War of the Spanish Succession 
1701 to 1714

Also called the War of the Grand Alliance, 
or the War of the League of Augsburg



Emigration



“Germany” Then



Germany Now



The Rhineland



Reasons for Leaving

• Continued warfare
• Poverty
• Brutal winter in 1708-1709
• Enticements to come to English colonies



Key People

• Rev. Joshua Kocherthal
• Queen Anne



The First Group - 1708

• Headed by Rev. Joshua Kocherthal
• Fifty-three Palatines
• Voyage lasting about four months
• Spent the winter in New York City
• Settled where Newburgh is now located
• First German Lutheran congregation in the Colony 

of New York



The Golden Book
"Ausführlich-und umständlicher Bericht von der berühmten landschafft Carolina in dem engelländischen America gelegen." 

“A Complete and Detailed Report of the Renowned District of Carolina Located in English America" 



Rotterdam



London



Blackheath, London



Charity
“The Poor Palatines”



The Queen’s Plans

• Creating Protestant Presence among Irish Catholics
• Blocking French Catholics in Canada
• Producing Pitch for Naval Vessels



The Irish Palatines
Limerick, Tipperary and Kerry



Across the Ocean



The Journey and Arrival in New York City

• Four thousand Palatines
• Eleven ships
• Boarded on Christmas Day 1709
• Set sail at end of January 1710
• About 700 perished at sea
• One ship foundered near Long Island
• Arrived in New York City July 1710



Arrival in the Hudson Valley
and Movement to the Schoharie and 

Mohawk Valleys



Arrival in the Hudson Valley



The Settlements



Commemorations



Commemorations



Commemorations



Family Name List in East Camp



Becoming German



Movement to the Schoharie and Mohawk Valleys



Movement to Tulpehocken, Pennsylvania



Documentation



Governor Hunter’s Provision Lists



Simmendinger Register



Simmendinger Register



Simmendinger Register



Simmendinger Register



Books by Henry Z. (Hank) Jones



Continued immigration from the Rhineland 
to New York until the Revolutionary War



The End


